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Spatial Narrative System of Settlement Landscape in Mudu Ancient
Town, a Water Town in Jiangnan

GUO Mengting, XIE Jiafeng
Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing 210037, China

Abstract: Mudu Ancient Town, a water town in Jiangnan, is renowned for its unique water town style and rich historical and
cultural heritage. This study aims to explore the spatial narrative system of the settlement landscape in Mudu Ancient Town, reveal
the rich historical and cultural connotations and stories behind it, and provide theoretical and practical guidance for the protection
and inheritance of cultural heritage. Based on historical literature research, field investigation, and spatial analysis of Mudu Ancient
Town, a unique narrative environment is constructed from three levels: narrative clues, narrative structure, and emotional narrative.
The deep reasons for the formation and evolution of its settlement landscape are deeply explored from a macro perspective. The
settlement landscape of Mudu Ancient Town, through its unique spatial layout and organization of landscape elements, can provide a
series of narrative strategies from the aspects of narrative theme creation, narrative plot arrangement, and narrative emotional
experience. This system not only provides tourists with an immersive cultural experience, but also provides important theoretical
basis and practical experience for future cultural heritage protection and inheritance.

Key words: water town in Jiangnan; Mudu Ancient Town; settlement landscape; spatial narrative
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