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A Historical Paradigm: Design History in New China:
Further Discussion on the Stages of the Study of China Design History

ZHU Shuai?, ZHANG Menggqiu’
1.Peking University, Beijing 100871, China; 2. Institute of Modern Advertising, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China

Abstract: The previous design history studies often set the reform and opening up as the starting point of the design of New China
In fact, during the period at the beginning of the founding of New China, China formed a unique design management system and a
grass- roots design system represented by art companies and art societies. To a large extent, they all have the color of model
originality and system innovation, which is different from the West and the period of the Republic of China. It is the logical starting
point for the independent exploration and subjectivity construction of China design. It will also introduce new growth points to the
development of the discipline of China design history. Only under this paradigm can we distinguish two key words closely related to
art and design, namely "Western learning spreading to the East" in the first half of the 20th century and "institutional innovation" in
the second half of the 20th century, so as to objectively examine and historically locate the independent development path of art and
design in New China.

Key words: New China; design history; research paradigm
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