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The Person-cloth Space of Cheongsam in the Republic of China

LI Yingjun
Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China

Abstract: Different from the Western emphasis on shaping the human body through clothing, Chinese clothing pursues harmony

between clothing and human, physically and psychologically. Carrying forward the wisdom of Chinese traditional clothing and

meanwhile evolving from tradition to modernity, cheongsam of the Republic of China has its “fit” dress effect, which is totally

different from that of western-style clothing in terms of techniques and aesthetics. The way the cheongsam shaped the person-cloth

space with the help of the act of wearing it is obviously different from Western clothing. The person-cheongsam physical space

expression of “feeling been tightly wrapped in” also represents Chinese traditional clothing culture’s pursuit of “design in disguise”.
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