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Growth with the Limits: The Origin and Trend of Environmental
Awareness in Finnish Design

WANG Chen
South China University of Technology, Guangzhou 510006, China

Abstract: Finland is one of the most developed countries with high welfare in the world in terms of both national happiness and en-
vironmental performance. Finland has been a world leader in design for a long time, leading the world in many aspects of concept
and technique, and is one of the earliest countries to advocate and practice ecological design. Its experience can be used as reference
for the design theory and practice of China in sustainable development. From the perspective of the combination of “quality of life -
economic development-ecological environment”, the origin (source) and trend (flow) of environmental awareness in Finnish design
are revealed, taking the utilization of forest resources and wood as a clue. Under the condition of extremely scarce natural resources,
Finnish design continuously improves the quality of life of the people under severe climatic conditions and promotes economic
growth by optimizing the use of materials, especially indigenous materials, combined with technological innovation, thus forming
the basic characteristics of humanistic functionalism and modern regionalism. After the oil crisis, environmentally friendly concepts
and practices in the traditional and modern Finnish design are consolidated and highlighted and finally synthesized in ecological de-
sign in the context of the country’s transition to sustainable development, which maintains and promotes dynamic balance and har-
monious development of national quality of life, economic development and ecological environment in Finland.
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JIF S PR A BT AR S Ok Ak 245 BIL K S
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HH I 7 385 AN [R] B AR A 2% 22 3 U Ay AR
HSCBASIC WD G PR R I A R R A SC R SR IR
EAR T OB AER BT E o MU, X T
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MAEBETHZ i IR FH B MR 2 19 TR, A
PR L DRAIR B 0 TE e AR T TR
Wi - YL T (Hannu Kéhonen ) B 28, W015R 7= ot i
fE T DA AT 500 7 it A i, B 2 BRI TR 2 7
SEAVRREE B/, BT - IUE T R, BIAE A R
R B B, AELZE S B (8 HDRE R 1220 R oF 5%, L
PR IR B ) @y i . 3% T A9 2F 97 & #F (Hannu
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AN, L ANABARIR, WE 13, 55 4h—J7 i, R
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R EAE S G5 AT F il b o B JCBR v 7
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